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What is BIG Writing?
Â It is a philosophy about writing which was originally 

devised by Ros Wilson. (A former teacher and Ofsted 

Inspector).

Â We have taken it and adapted it to suit our school and 

our children.

Â It is based on the premise that to write well children 

need to feel confident and motivated.  They need to 

óhave a goô nothing is actually ówrongô.



Children are encouraged to..

Â Talk about their writing

Â Find exciting words and 

use these in their 

writing.

Â óBorrowôexciting 

words and phrases from 

other authors.  óWOWô 

words.

Â Have a go at using 

interesting examples of 

punctuation.

Â Once a week in their 

classrooms write for an 

extended period of time.

Â Re-readtheir own 

writing and find ways to 

make it better.

Â Understand what they 

need to do next to 

improve.



What are the key elements of Big 

Writing?

Â Every week the children concentrate on the 4 
elements of Big Writing:

Â V C O P

Â V ïVocabulary selecting exciting, 
challenging, different words and phrases to be 
used in their writing.

Â C ïConnectives ïChildren are taught to use a 
range of words and phrases which connect and 
extend ideas.



Key elements continued

Â O ïStory and sentence openers which are 

interesting and excite the reader.

Â P ïPunctuation. Different kinds of 

punctuation which adds to the story and helps 

the story evolve.  For example dash (-), 

ellipses (éé.)



The Big Write

Â This happens once a week and using all the 

skills they have learnt the children are 

encouraged to write at length.  The lighting is 

sometimes changed ïcandles are lit, and 

music is played softly in the background

Â Children are encouraged to write at length 

without interruption.  They are building their 

writing stamina.


